
ENGINE 13 OVERLAND  

Bespoke vans. Zero compromises. Built without apology. 

Engine 13 Overland is a true custom van builder for people who don’t want a van — they want their van. 

Every build is purpose-driven and engineered from the ground up to match how you actually live, train, work, 

and disappear. 

Founded by Zachary Lindeman — endurance athlete, technologist, problem-solver, and certified madman 

— Engine 13 sits at the intersection of precision engineering and raw adventure - these rigs aren’t imagined 

in a vacuum. Zach doesn’t design vans on a screen. He lives in them. Trains out of them. Breaks them. Fixes 

them. Then rebuilds them better. 

Rigs are designed, tested, lived in, pushed hard, and refined through thousands of miles, long training 

blocks, and time spent off-grid where systems either work… or fail. 

From suspension, payload, and power systems to layout, materials, and finish, every decision is intentional. 

Nothing is done because it’s trendy. It’s done because it performs — and happens to look incredible doing it. 

No shortcuts - just obsessive attention to detail, premium components, and builds that hold up under real 

use: remote work, long hauls, rough terrain, and real life. 

Engine 13 builds vans for people who value performance, durability, and identity — and who understand that 

the best rigs are extensions of the people who drive them. 

If you want something that just looks good parked, there are plenty of options. If you want bespoke, 

overbuilt, and relentlessly dialed — welcome to Engine 13 Overland. 

_________________________________________ 

FRIDAY Jan. 23 

7-9pm 

Seminar 1 

Van Builds 101 — From Blank Cargo Van to Finished Rig 

Topics 

● Choosing the right platform (Sprinter vs Transit vs ProMaster) 

● Why a van beats a camper + tow vehicle 

● Layout planning fundamentals (gear, activities, passengers) 

● Build tiers: weekend → part-time (1–2 weeks) → full-time 

● The “sweet spot” for van travel 

● Budget realities & timelines 

● Common first-time buyer mistakes 

Takeaway - “A van build is a system — not a collection of parts.”

 



SATURDAY Jan. 24 & SUNDAY Jan. 25 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Rigs & Coffee 

● Platform selection 

● Layout basics 

● Budget & expectations 

● Mistake avoidance 

 
SATURDAY Jan. 24 
2:00 PM 

Seminar 2 

Our Build Philosophy — How & Why We Build the Way We Do 

● Design-first vs parts-first builds 

● Building for the journey, not trends 

● Weight distribution & center of gravity 

● Serviceability & future-proofing 

● Modularity vs permanent installs 

● What we don’t do — and why 

 

5:00 PM - Seminar 3 

Construction Process — Step-by-Step Build Breakdown 

Purpose: Trust builder 

● Intake & planning 

● Insulation & sound treatment 

● Subfloor & wall systems 

● Electrical rough-in 

● Plumbing rough-in 

● Cabinetry & finishes 

● Systems testing 

● Delivery & owner orientation 

Highlights 

● Where builders rush 

● Where problems surface 6–12 months later 

 



7:00 PM - Seminar 7 

House Battery Systems — Lithium Done Right 

Purpose: Remove power anxiety 

● AGM vs LiFePO₄ (why lithium wins) 

● 12V vs 24V systems 

● Battery bank sizing 

● Charging sources (alternator, solar, shore) 

● Safety & thermal considerations 

● Why not just use a generator 

Soundbite 

“Power systems should feel boring when done right.” 

 

SUNDAY Jan. 25 

2:00 PM - Seminar 5 

Solar Systems — What Works, What’s Marketing BS 

● Roof real estate limitations 

● Fixed vs tilting panels 

● Why panel wattage ≠ usable power 

● Shading losses (simple explanation) 

● Why solar alone is rarely enough 

 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY Jan. 28-29 

7-9 PM - Seminar 1 (Repeat) 

Van Builds 101 — From Blank Cargo Van to Finished Rig 

 

 LIFESTYLE + ENERGY 
FRIDAY Jan. 30  

4:00 PM - Rigs & Coffee  

 



7-9 PM 

Life on the Road — Gear, Work, and Actually Living in a Van 

● What daily van life really looks like 

● Carrying bikes, skis, boards, tools, recovery gear 

● Modular vs permanent gear storage 

● Living + working remotely (internet, power, workflow) 

● Creating separation between work & life 

● Full-time vs part-time vs extended trips 

● The mental side of van travel 

“The goal isn’t to live in a van — it’s to live from it.” 

 

FINAL WEEKEND — SYSTEMS, MONEY & OWNERSHIP 

SATURDAY Jan. 31 & SUNDAY Feb. 1 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM Rigs & Coffee 

 

SATURDAY (ADVANCED SYSTEMS) 

2:00 PM - Seminar 4 

Suspension & Chassis — Why It’s Not “Just an Upgrade” 

● Why stock suspension fails after builds 

● Weight vs handling vs safety 

● Springs vs leafs vs airbags 

● Shocks & damping explained simply 

● Real-world driving improvements 

Suspension is not optional once you build heavy. 

 

Saturday Jan. 31 5:00 PM - Seminar 6 

Solar Calculators — How to Actually Size a System 

● Daily energy usage 

● Amp-hours vs watt-hours 



● Sun hours reality (Midwest vs South vs Southwest) 

● Seasonal variance 

● Why “overkill” is usually wrong 

● Optional: Engine 13 internal sizing logic 

 

7:00 PM - Seminar 8 

Electrical Systems — Safe, Serviceable, and Expandable 

● System architecture 

● Fusing & protection 

● Redundancy planning 

● Why neat wiring matters 

● Troubleshooting philosophy 

 

SUNDAY Feb. 1 

2:00 PM - Seminar 9 

Budgeting a Van Build — Where the Money Actually Goes 

● Cost by system 

● Where “cheap” becomes expensive 

● Timeline vs budget tradeoffs 

● Why change orders kill projects 

● How to plan financially without regret 

 

4-5 PM – Seminar 10 

Ownership Reality — Living with Your Build Long-Term 

● Maintenance expectations 

● Seasonal usage 

● Upgrades over time 

● Storage & winterization 

● Resale value & ROI 

○ Sprinter vs Transit vs ProMaster 


